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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 34, 37, and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Chaney (U.S. Patent Number 3,273,394). Chaney discloses a depth thermometer 
capable of measuring the temperature at some distance below the surface of a body of 
liquid (See the first paragraph of the patent in column 1, lines 7 through 10). 

In regard to claim 34, Chaney discloses and shows in figures 1 through 4, a 
method that facilitates real-time measurement of a fluid comprising immersing a casing 
(12) within a fluid, wherein the casing comprises a plurality of apertures (20, 22) that 
can be opened and closed and the fluid is within one of a flow line and a reservoir 
opening the apertures to enable a sample of fluid to enter the casing; closing the 
apertures to confine the sample of fluid within the casing (see column 2, lines 33 
through 38 and column 3 lines 3 through 37); and measuring at least one parameter of 
the sample of fluid (temperature with thermometer). 

In regard to claim 37, the measured parameter is disclosed to be temperature. 

In regard to claim 40, it is disclosed that the membrane serves as a valve, thus a 
valve allows entry and exit of a port it is serving as a valve for, thus the valve for vents 
20 would be used to flush the device. 



Application/Control Number: 10/670,614 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2856 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments, see the response, filed 24 August 2005, with respect to 
the rejection(s) ofclaim(s) 1-46 under 35 USC 112, 102, and 103 have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of the 
Chaney reference for claims 34, 37, and 40, as explained in detail above since the claim 
language only calls for a measurement. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 35, 36, 38, 39, and 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art does not disclose automatically altering the volume of the fluid 
within the flow lien or the reservoir, providing a working electrode, or injecting an 
additive into the confined sample and oxidizing the confined fluid, in combination with 
the device of claim 34. 

6. Claims 1-17, 19-33, 42-44, and 46 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: A device with a three electrode system that facilitates measurement of oxidation 
levels of the sample fluid, in combination with all other limitations of claim 1 is not 
disclosed nor deemed obvious in view of the prior art of record. Further, the method for 
reducing oxidation levels in a fluid, comprising the various steps in method claim 42, is 

c 
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not disclosed nor deemed obvious in view of the prior art of record. Further still, a 
system that facilitates fluid maintenance whereby there is a means for reducing 
oxidations levels in the sample fluid, in combination with all other means in claim 44 is 
not disclosed nor deemed obvious in view of the prior art of record. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rodney T. Frank whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2193. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30 p.m. EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron E. Williams can be reached on (571) 272-2208. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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